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Geographical Indications (GI) and Appellations of Origin (AO) g p ( ) pp g ( )

WIPO’s Role

Administration of a number of international agreements which 
deal with the protection of GIs/AOs  

Discussion of new ways of enhancing international 
protection of GIs/AOs 
(work of ‘Standing Committee on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs 
and GIs’ and ‘Working Group on the Development of the Lisbon System’ )

Provision of technical assistance to Member States upon 
requestq



SubjectSubject--Matter of Protection (GIs and AOs)Matter of Protection (GIs and AOs)SubjectSubject Matter of Protection (GIs and AOs)Matter of Protection (GIs and AOs)

Indication of a Connection between Characteristics 
of Products and their Geographical Origin

Informs consumers of the uniqueness of the products 
d i d f thi ti (t i lit )derived from this connection (typicality)

Represents the collecti e good ill deri ed from thisRepresents the collective goodwill derived from this 
uniqueness (reputation)

Value-added



Distinctive SignsDistinctive Signs

Distinctive Signs for Individual Usest ct e S g s o d dua Use
Trademarks (goods & services)

Distinctive Signs for Collective UseDistinctive Signs for Collective Use
Collective marks
Certification marksCertification marks
Geographical indications and Appellations of origin











Overview of the international instruments related Overview of the international instruments related 
t th t ti f GI /AOt th t ti f GI /AOto the protection of GIs/AOsto the protection of GIs/AOs
Paris Convention (1883),  Art. 10 and 10ter ( ),
(false indications of the source of goods)

Madrid Agreement (1891)
(repression of false or deceptive indications of source)

Madrid Agreement and Protocol (1989)
(international registration of marks)( g )

Lisbon Agreement (1958) – Appellations of origin

Bilateral Agreements

TRIPS Agreement (1994), Art. 22 to 24



Different systems of protection worldwideDifferent systems of protection worldwideDifferent systems of protection worldwideDifferent systems of protection worldwide

Multilateral Agreements General laws focusing on g
Protection of GIs under TRIPS
Protection of AOs under the Lisbon 
Agreement

g
business practices (unfair 
competition and consumer 
protection provisions)

Legal protection they provide is 
based on various means of 
protection on the national level: 
an act of public law (law,

Specific protection systems for 
GIs and AOs (sui generis)

Trademark law provisions devotedan act of public law (law, 
decree, administrative 
decision, ordinance), or a 
judicial decision

Trademark law provisions devoted 
to collective marks and/or 
certification and guarantee marks

Administrative schemes of label
Regional Systems of Protection 
(EU, OAPI…)

Bilateral Agreements

Administrative schemes of label 
control

Bilateral Agreements
Under such agreements two States 
or two trading partners agree to 
protect each other’s GIs or AOs



Differences between GIs and AOsDifferences between GIs and AOs

AO (Li b A t 2) GI (TRIPS A t 22 1)AOs (Lisbon, Art.2)
Geographical denomination
Refers to quality or characteristics of 
a specific prod ct

GIs (TRIPS, Art.22.1)
Indication 
Refers to quality, reputation, or other 
characteristica specific product

Due exclusively or essentially to the 
geographical environment (natural 
or human factors)

characteristic 
Essentially attributable to its 
geographical origin

or human factors)

AO= Special category of GI
Only existing multilateralOnly existing multilateral 
registration system for the 
protection of AOs

GI can also be a symbol referring to or associatedGI can also be a symbol referring to or associated 
with a particular geographical area (the cartographic 
outline of France with a red itinerary for Burgundy 
wines) 



Th Li b A tTh Li b A tThe Lisbon AgreementThe Lisbon Agreement

Established to facilitate the international protection of AOsEstablished to facilitate the international protection of AOs 
through a single registration procedure

A i t t t t th P i C tiAccession open to any country party to the Paris Convention

Administered by WIPO, which keeps the International y , p
Register of AOs

At present:At present:
27 contracting parties 
A total of 891 AOs have been recorded in the 
I t ti l R i t f hi h 818 tl iInternational Register, of which 818 are currently in 
force



Lisbon Union: 27 Member StatesLisbon Union:  27 Member States

Asia (4)
Africa (6)
Algeria

Burkina Faso

Asia (4)
Georgia

Islamic Rep. of Iran
Israel

Europe (11)
Burkina Faso

Congo
Gabon
Togo

Israel
DPR of Korea

Bulgaria
Czech Rep.

France
Togo

Tunisia

America (6)

Hungary
Italy

Moldova( )
Costa Rica

Cuba
Haiti

Montenegro
Portugal
SerbiaHaiti

Mexico
Nicaragua

Peru

Slovakia
The FYR of Macedonia

Peru



892 i t ti892 i t ti 818 i f818 i f892 registrations 892 registrations –– 818 in force818 in force

France 508
Czech Rep. 76
Bulgaria 51

Algeria 7
Portugal 7
Tunisia 7Bulgaria 51

Slovakia 37
Italy 31

Tunisia 7
DPR of Korea                    6
Peru 4y

Hungary 28
Georgia 20

Montenegro 2
Moldova 1

Cuba 19
Mexico 12

Israel 1
Serbia 1



R i t ti f Oli d Oli OilR i t ti f Oli d Oli OilRegistrations for Olives and Olive OilRegistrations for Olives and Olive Oil

Olives de Nyons
Olives Noires de Nyons y
Huile d’Olives de Nyons
Huile d’Olive de la Vallée des Baux de ProvenceHuile d Olive de la Vallée des Baux de Provence
Olives Noires de la Vallée des Baux de Provence



Example of an International Registration under Lisbon:Example of an International Registration under Lisbon:Example of an International Registration under Lisbon: Example of an International Registration under Lisbon: 
Huile d’Olive de la Vallée des Baux de Provence Huile d’Olive de la Vallée des Baux de Provence 
(AO No. 806)(AO No. 806)( O o 806)( O o 806)

Registered on:
June 29 1998June 29, 1998

Holder:
Producers and groups of 

producers enjoying the protection forproducers enjoying the protection for 
the appellation of origin in question

Area of Production:
D li it d t it ithi thDelimited territory within the 

department of Bouches-du-Rhône 
(France)

L l B iLegal Basis:
Decree of August 27, 1997



Basis for the Review of the Lisbon SystemBasis for the Review of the Lisbon SystemBasis for the Review of the Lisbon SystemBasis for the Review of the Lisbon System

Survey by WIPO among interested stakeholders to explore 
what changes to the Lisbon system might allow a wider 
membershipp

Study by WIPO on:

• the relationship between regional systems for the 
protection of geographical indications and the Lisbonprotection of geographical indications and the Lisbon 
system

• the conditions for the possible accession to the Lisbon 
Agreement by intergovernmental organizations 
administering such systemg y



Questions addressed in the SurveyQuestions addressed in the SurveyQuestions addressed in the SurveyQuestions addressed in the Survey
-- WIPO document LI/WG/DEV/2/2WIPO document LI/WG/DEV/2/2

The basis for protection in the country of origin 
(does Lisbon require sui generis legislation or not?)

The definition of protectable subject-matterp j
(how should the differences in definitions at the domestic level be 

dealt with under Lisbon?)
Scope of protection p p

what does protection against usurpation and imitation mean?
is it adequate?
« cannot be deemed to have become generic »?« cannot be deemed to have become generic »?
are prior rights sufficiently safeguarded under Lisbon?

Is there need for modifying the procedural requirements
for applications?for applications?
for refusals?
for invalidations?



Results of the Survey Results of the Survey 
-- reasonably representative responsereasonably representative response

36 Contributions
Lisbon Member States (13)
Non-Lisbon States (12)
IGOs (1)
NGOs (5)
AO/GI Producers (1)
Academia (2)
P i t E t i (2)Private Enterprises (2)



Working Group on the Development of the LisbonWorking Group on the Development of the LisbonWorking Group on the Development of the Lisbon Working Group on the Development of the Lisbon 
System (August 30 to September 3, 2010)System (August 30 to September 3, 2010)

The WG requested WIPO to prepare draft treaty 
provisions on various topics notably:provisions on various topics, notably:

DefinitionsDefinitions
Scope of protection
Prior usersPrior users
Applications for trans-border AOs or GIs
Accession criteria for IGOs

The WG invited WIPO to prepare a study on the 
possibility of dispute settlement within the Lisbon 
system
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